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Overview 
PDXScholar​, is the home of the collected scholarship and creative works of Portland State 
University faculty, staff, and students - and of their collaborators from around the world.  
 
PDXScholar maximizes research impact, facilitates interdisciplinary research, and expands the 
reach of Portland State University scholarship worldwide. Research, scholarship, and creative 
works of PSU faculty, staff, and students are easily available to anyone, anywhere in the world. 
By contributing their work to PDXScholar, students, faculty, and staff can be assured that their 
documents and files will be preserved and be available in perpetuity. 
 
PDXScholar is used to: 
● Upload and share articles, presentations, and other scholarly work 
● Find resources, cite research, connect with other researchers 
● Create PSU scholarly profiles as part of an “expert gallery” 
● Publish and host open access textbooks, journals, and conferences 
● Capture PSU scholarly output and Increase recognition for PSU-produced work 







● New benchmark: over 1 million downloads in 2018. 
● 35% increase in full text downloads 
○ 2017: 874,129 
○ 2018: 1,182,021  
● Top three most downloaded collections: 
○ Electronic Theses and Dissertations Collection (495,062) 
○ University Honors College Theses (150,000)  
○ PDXOpen: Open Access Textbooks (72,399) 
● Four new open access textbooks were published 
● 371 theses and dissertations were digitized and added to PDXScholar 
● 249 ETD records were added to Primo/Alma 
● 40 new SelectedWorks profiles were created 
● Marketing efforts included:  
○ PDXScholar logo 
○ Business cards 
○ Website wireframe 
○ Digital display and website slides 
○ Web form for online submissions 
○ Staff provided training/webinars 
● New conferences: 
○ National Student Parent Success Symposium: Lifting Generations Together 
○ Urban Ecosystem Research Consortium of Portland/Vancouver 
● New collections and series 
○ Research Experiences for Undergraduates Reports 
○ Office of Information Technology Publications and Presentations 
○ Electrical & Computer Engineering PhD Day  
○ Intensive English Language Program Faculty Publications and Presentations  
○ Black Studies Faculty Publications and Presentations  
○ Systems Engineering Faculty Publications and Presentations 
○ Advancing Digital Equity in Public Libraries: Assessing Library Patrons’ Problem 
Solving in Technology Rich Environments 
○ Economics Undergraduate Honors Theses 
○ TREC Datasets and Databases  
○ Center for Geography Education in Oregon Instructional Materials 
  
Feedback  
Users offer insights into the worldwide impact of PSU research: 
 
“PDXScholar makes it so easy ‒ that's why you have a good reputation among faculty."  
‒ Bennett Gilbert, PSU University Studies 
 
“Thank you for providing such articles. It will help me in providing background information to 
encourage the MENA region countries to mainstream the concept of valuing Ecosystem 
Services in the decision making process in light of climate change and accomplishing the SDGs 
[Sustainable Development Goals].”  
‒ HRH Princess Basma Ali (Jordan) 
 
“I am an adoptee who just found my father through DNA two weeks ago. I found his picture in 
the 1948 yearbook. It is the first time I have seen what my father looks like; he passed away in 
1999. His name is Allen K. Herndon. Thank you so much for making these yearbooks available.” 
‒ Kathi Gardner 
 
“I have quoted this article a number of times - particularly in responses to consultations from 
NICE, the body which sets up guidelines for treatment in the UK, and our responses to 
consultations by other official bodies. As a national charity for maternity care (formerly a 
pressure group) we run a national help-line, and this paper corresponded more closely with 
mothers' accounts of their problems than pieces I read in clinical journals.” 
‒ Jean Robinson, President, Association for Improvements in the Maternity Services  
(United Kingdom) 
 
“Access to your peer reviewed research on lead contamination in urban gardens in Oakland 
helped me, as an advocate of healthy food systems, promote policy reforms to improve public 
health and access to healthy food.”  
(Anonymous) 
 
“I'm a US born citizen presently living in Italy and I am very concerned about the rash of gun 
violence in the US. I would like to study the history of the 2nd Amendment, gun violence in the 
US, and the history of the NRA which seemed to be a very moderate gun owners' group at one 
time.”  
‒ Steven Osborne (Italy) 
 
“This was a great source for an informational essay my daughter had to write for English class. 
It's so easy to find sources on the internet, but not all sources are reputable. It was great to find 
a reputable source with good information that was easily accessible.” 
‒ Barbara Hurtgen 
 
“I am a full-time faculty member at a medical school doing an online education degree; my topic 
of research is discrimination experienced by medical students and other healthcare professional 
learners. This article is an excellent summary of the literature on the issue and provides many 
additional references I can use in my research. Thank you Shawna Erickson for your excellent 
work!”  
‒ John J. Folk, MD 
 
“Facilitates evidence based teaching and learning in PG Information Literacy subject run at 
Charles Sturt University.”  
‒ Giuseppe Giovenco (Australia) 
 
“I am a private medical doctor who is trying to fight the Michigan Department of Environment 
Quality in regard to an NPDES permit issued for a confined animal feeding operation very near 
Lake Michigan. The watershed N load is already high and this CAFO threatens to contaminate 
the groundwater in the watershed with excess nitrogen (in the form of nitrate) thus endangering 
public health. The comprehensive nutrient management program does not factor in deposition 
and subsequent infiltration of reactive nitrogen compounds contained in CAFO emissions into 
the groundwater. I am trying to fight this CAFO with science and not emotion! I very much 
appreciate free access to Jacinda Mainord's dissertation (Investigation of Ambient Reactive 
Nitrogen Emissions Sources and Deposition in the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic 
Area). It contains very useful and relevant information. Thank you PSU, for not charging me 
30-40 dollars like many other online reference sources. I hope that my message gets to the 
author - I would like her to know that her work is important.” 
‒ Cheryl Ruble 
 
“I make documentary films and the access PDXScholar gives me to this research documents is 
crucial for my job.” 
‒ Sara Montoya (United Kingdom) 
 
“I am a high school teacher in the Salem-Keizer Public Schools district, and I ran across this 
thesis while researching for a presentation on language extinction that I will present to my 
Linguistics class at Corban University, as part of my pursuit of an ESOL endorsement. Excellent 
resource. Thank you for making it available to the public.” 
‒ Sherry Chidwick 
 
“Access to this article helps me develop an infographic for educational material for middle 
schoolers for National Geographic.” 
‒ Leslie Willoughby 
 
“I'm in high school and am writing a thesis for my senior year. It has been incredibly difficult 
finding resources for my topic, especially online. Getting access to this thesis online and for free 











Top 25 Countries 
PDXScholar items were downloaded from 228 countries around the world. Below are the top 25 
countries to download the collections. 
 
Country 2018 
United States  421,459 








Indonesia  16,549 
Russian Federation 15,986 
Malaysia  13,687 
Pakistan 12,318 






Republic of Korea 8,356 
Italy 8,226 
Spain  8,212 






Top 10 Educational Institutions 
PDXScholar items were accessed by over 32,570 institutions worldwide. Below are the number 
of downloads by the top 10 educational institutions accessing these collections. 
 
Educational Institution 2018 
Portland State University 13,343 
North Carolina Research and Education Network 957 
University of Minnesota 758 
Washington School Information Processing Cooperative 676 
Georgia Department of Education 675 
University of Oregon 673 
University of Washington 623 
Oregon State University 618 
University of Maryland 555 




Top 10 Collections 
Collection 2018 Total 
Dissertations and Theses 495,062 1,603,652 
University Honors 150,000 366,699 
PDXOpen: Open Access Textbooks 72,399 114,090 
Young Historians 49,202 139,976 
Institute for Sustainable Solutions Publications 24,835 90,775 
TREC Final Reports 20,493 44,695 
Urban Studies and Planning Faculty Publications and 
Presentations 
19,794 70,892 
McNair Scholars Online Journal 19,299 99,922 
Criminology and Criminal Justice Senior Capstone Project 16,201 46,952 
Communications in Information Literacy 14,908 15,965 
  
  
Top 20 Items 
The 20 most-downloaded items in PDXScholar for 2018 represent the diversity of participants in 
the Library’s repository and publishing program. Graduate theses and dissertations (9), 
undergraduate honors theses (4), faculty publications (4), open access textbooks (2), and 
undergraduate and graduate student work (1) are all represented in the top 20. 
 
Title 2018 Total 
Beginning Japanese for Professionals: Book 1​ (PDXOpen) 51,153 73,034 
Social Media and Self: Influences on the Formation of Identity and 
Understanding of Self through Social Networking Sites​ (Undergraduate 
Honors Thesis) 
15,895 45,751 
#BlackLivesMatter: this Generation's Civil Rights Movement​ (Undergraduate 
Honors Thesis) 
14,610 24,734 
A Comparison of Education Systems in Nigeria and the United States of 
America​ (Masters Thesis) 
10,010 26,615 
The Negative Effects of Divorce on the Behavior of Children​ (Masters Thesis) 7,744 20,492 
How Online Social Media Persona Affects Personal Identity and Self 
(Undergraduate Honors Thesis) 
7,385 7,919 
Britain's Colonial Administrations and Developments, 1861-1960: An Analysis 
of Britain's Colonial Administrations and Developments in Nigeria​ (Masters 
Thesis) 
6,844 12,471 
Characteristics of Spoken and Written Communication in the Opening and 
Closing Sections of Instant Messaging​ (Masters Thesis) 
6,778 17,651 
The Value of New Jersey's Ecosystem Services and Natural Capital​ (Faculty 
Publication) 
6,273 20,195 
Social Control Theory and Delinquency​ (Dissertation) 6,053 23,822 
A Manual for Objective TAT Scoring​ (Faculty Publication) 6119 24,641 
The Political Evolution of Cameroon, 1884-1961​ (Masters Thesis) 5,889 11,006 
Behavioral Changes Due to Overpopulation in Mice​ (Masters Thesis) 4,752 15,378 
Crisis in Education -- The Effect of the Cold War on the American Education 
System​ (Young Historians Conference) 
3,781 7,187 
Sustainable Event Management of Music Festivals: An Event Organizer 
Perspective​ (Masters Thesis) 
3,667 14,116 
Open Innovation and Strategy​ (Faculty Publication) 3,435 16,957 
EmpoWord: A Student-Centered Anthology & Handbook for College Writers 
(PDXOpen) 
3,421 3,440 
Classical Political Philosophy and Modern Democracy​ (Undergraduate Honors 
Thesis) 
2,808 8,904 
Newcomer Adjustment During Organizational Socialization: A Meta-Analytic 
Review of Antecedents, Outcomes, and Methods​ (Faculty Publications) 
2,610 9,730 
Thermal and Electrical Resistance of Metal Contacts​ (Masters Thesis) 2,707 9,159 
  
Publishing & Hosting: Textbooks, Journals, 
Conferences 
 
PDXScholar supports open access textbook publishing and offers journal and conference 
hosting services.  
PDXOpen: Open Access Textbooks 
Browse PDXOpen 
 
PSU Library, through generous donor support, offers funding for open access textbook 
publications. The Library prioritizes proposals for comprehensive works geared toward a specific 
field of study and texts intended for high-enrollment courses taught by faculty in a single 
department at PSU. The Library publishes open access textbooks to reduce the cost of higher 
education for students. PDXOpen textbooks have saved 2,313 PSU students over $224,000.  
 
At the end of 2017 the Library joined the Open Textbook Network Publishing Cooperative.  ​The 
Publishing Cooperative was launched by the Open Textbook Network (OTN) and designed to 
grow open textbook publishing expertise in higher education institutions, and increase the 
availability of free, open textbooks for use by instructors and students across the world.  
 
During the summer and fall, Digital Initiatives staff completed ​Scribe​ composition training and 
sent the first manuscript for production services.  At the beginning of 2019, the manuscript will 
be ready to be published. Digital Initiatives will now be offering composition and manuscript 
preparation as part of their publishing services and will be working with Scribe for copyediting, 
typesetting, design (including book cover), and ebook conversion. 
 
Open Access Textbooks (Published) 
 
 
Transition with Purpose: Pathways from English Language to 
Academic Study 
By Anne Greenhoe and Michele Miller, Intensive English Language 
Program 
This Open Access Textbook guides students through their English 




Sons et lettres: A Pronunciation Method for Intermediate-level 
French 
By Dr. Stephen Walton, French 
Sons et lettres provides a set of classroom materials to train students 
to hear and produce the sounds of French and to recognize the regular 
spellings used to represent those sounds in print. The materials are 
inspired by a desire to help students feel more confident about their 
French pronunciation and more at home saying the many French 
words, familiar and unfamiliar, which they encounter in their studies, in 







EmpoWord: A Student-Centered Anthology and Handbook for 
College Writers 
By Shane Abrams, English 
EmpoWord is a reader and rhetoric that champions the possibilities of 
student writing. The textbook uses actual student writing to exemplify 
effective writing strategies, celebrating dedicated college writing 









Beginning Japanese for Professionals: Book 3 
By Emiko Konomi, School of Business 
This is the third book in a three book series and includes Lessons 9 - 10. 
This textbook is designed for beginning learners who want to learn basic 
Japanese for the purpose of living and working in Japan. Unlike 
textbooks written primarily for students, whose content largely centers 
on student life, this book focuses more on social and professional life 
beyond school. 
 
Open Access Textbooks (Downloads) 
Open Textbooks 2016 2017 2018 
EmpoWord​: ​A Student-Centered Anthology & 
Handbook for College Writers​ (2018) 
0 0 3,421 
Beginning Japanese for Professionals: Book 3​ (2018) 0 0 147 
Transition with Purpose: Pathways from English 
Language to Academic Study​ (2018) 
0 0 624 
Sons et lettres: A Pronunciation Method for 
Intermediate-level French​ (2018) 
0 0 446 
Communication Beginnings: An Introductory Listening 
and Speaking Text for English Language Learners 
(2017) 
0 319 1,236 
Arabic and English Sentence Patterns: A Comparative 
Guide​ (2017) 
0 206 949 
Histoires d'Avenirs: Science-fiction pour le cours de 
français niveaux intermédiaire et avancé ​(2017) 
0 189 1,594 
Beginning Japanese for Professionals: Book 2 ​(2017) 0 275 1,462 
Leyendas y arquetipos del Romanticismo español 
(2017) 
492 609 1,041 
How to be a Successful Organic Chemist​ (2017) 0 351 2,267 
Korean Through Folktales​ (2017)  114 339 1,184 
PDX Journeys: Studying and Living in the US, 
Low-Intermediate Novel and Textbook for University 
ESL Students ​(2016) 
49 160 219 
Introduction to Mathematical Analysis I ​(2015) 3,071 2,338 1,939 
From MSA to CA: A Beginner's Guide for Transitioning 
into Colloquial Arabic​ (2015) 
307 453 458 
Beginning Japanese for Professionals: Book 1​ (2015) 763 20,646 51,153 
Comprehensive Individualized Curriculum and 
Instructional Design​ (2015) 
705 541 583 
Gender and Sexualities: An Inquiry​ (2014) 155 171 255 
Spatial Thinking in Planning Practice: An Introduction 
to GIS​ (2014) 
2,081 1,524 1,422 
Preadvanced Japanese​ (2014) 475 449 531 





Journal and Conference Hosting Services 
● Flexible workflows for submission management; optional peer review 
● Post the event schedule — presentation abstracts, room locations, and breaks 
● Long-term archival storage for back issues and proceedings 
● Amazon S3 cloud storage for permanent preservation 
● Global audience, higher Google ranking, detailed readership analytics 
● Custom graphic design services for new journals and events 
● Training and support for journal editors and conference organizers 
● Unlimited file types: streaming media, images, data, and more 
● International Standard Serial Numbers provided for journals 
● Persistent URLs for every item; Digital Object Identifiers for most items 
● Over 500 other colleges and universities in the shared repository: 
Browse the Digital Commons Network 
 
The Library publishes scholarly peer-reviewed journals in several disciplines. Journals are 
generally self-sustaining and managed by their editors. Student-run journals require more 
support from the Library because new editors require training on the platform when existing 
editors transition. In 2018, seven student editors received training from PDXScholar staff.  
Journal Downloads 
Journal      2018 Total 
Anthós 6,953 23,438 
Anthós (1990-1996) 8,061 22,566 
Communications in Information Literacy (CIL) 14,908 15,878 
Hatfield Graduate Journal of Public Affairs 881 2,381 
Northwest Journal of Teacher Education 3,230 3,606 




Browse Conferences  
 
Conference hosting and publishing services continue to draw interest from the Portland State 
community. In 2018, we added two new conference sites, the National Student Parent Success 
Symposium, a one-time event that happened in 2018 on the PSU campus, and the Urban 
Ecosystem Research Consortium of Portland/Vancouver, an event that has been happening 
since 2003, with abstracts being migrated to the PDXScholar platform since the conference 
inception. The Young Historians conference has had nearly 50,000 downloads, and the Student 
Research Symposium has recorded over 8,000 downloads. Their popularity reflects the interest 
in PSU student research and its impact on worldwide research communities. 
 
While conference organizers are encouraged to ask/require presenters to archive their materials 
(papers, presentation slides, etc.) on the conference site in PDXScholar, the conference site 
may only include session metadata (e.g. schedule, titles of presentations, presenter 
names/affiliations, and an abstract). The Library believes that providing persistent access to this 
information is important for facilitating scholarly communication. Allowing scholars to easily 
discover that another researcher presented on a topic of interest provides researchers with the 
opportunity for further communication and collaboration. 
Conference Downloads 
Conference  2018 Total 
Convocation 17 32 
Critlib Unconference 244 1,463 
ESM Colloquium 151 249 
Library Instruction West 2014 744 4,813 
Lyric Truth: Rosemarie Beck 43 269 
National Student Parent Success Symposium 64 64 
Northwest Institutional Repository User Group 358 715 
Open Education Research Symposium 240 436 
Online Northwest 1,164 1,835 
PSU High School Innovation Challenge 172 623 
Resistance GIS 67 156 
Student Research Symposium 8,155 27,965 
Urban Ecosystem Research Consortium of 
Portland/Vancouver 
93 93 
Winter Symposium 19 107 
Young Historians Conference 49,202 139,738 
  
Faculty Scholarship 
Institutional repositories were developed to make academic intellectual output accessible to the 
world and simultaneously provide a value-added service for enhancing scholarly 
communication. Digital Initiatives at PSU continues ​to work toward providing a more 
comprehensive record of PSU’s scholarly output by striving to add all PSU Scholarship, 
including metadata-only (citations) records. In 2018, we worked to improve workflow and 
focused on creating a more robust service that is structured toward creating awareness of the 
benefits of adding postprints to PDXScholar. 
 
Full Text and Metadata Comparison 
 
Total Number of Records in PDXScholar 21,366 
Total Number of Metadata Only Records 1,222 




Meier and Cathlapotle Reports 
Kenneth Ames, Professor emeritus of Anthropology, posted a set of six reports on the 
excavations of the Meier and Cathlapotle archaeological sites on PDXScholar this year. Meier 
and Cathlapotle are major Native village sites located near the Columbia River; Meier near 
Scappoose, OR and Cathlapotle near Ridgefield, WA. The sites date between roughly AD 1400 
and 1830. Brief descriptions of them can be found on the ​Oregon Encyclopedia, ​Meier​ and  
Cathlapotle​. PSU archaeological field schools excavated the sites between 1987 and 1996. 
Both sites produced enormous quantities of materials along with the remains of large Native 
houses. The ensuing years have been consumed with analysis. 
Work on the reports was supported by the US Fish and Wildlife Service and took three years. 
Ms. Katie Henry formatted and copy edited them, while Ames revised and edited their contents 
and wrote additional texts. The reports include one of the two Ph.D. dissertations completed 
about the project (the other was published separately), edited and revised MA theses and 
consultants’ reports. Each report volume runs about 300 – 400 pages.  Completion and posting 
of these reports represents a major consummation of the work. 








Engineering and Technology Management Student Projects 
ETM Student Projects Collection 
 
Digital Initiatives began working with the Engineering and Technology Management (ETM) 
Program in 2017 to explore the possibility of archiving ETM project reports in PDXScholar. By 
mid-September, we started the migration process. In early 2018 we completed the migration of 
reports into PDXScholar. Currently, this collection contains 2,230 reports. 
 
Projects have the option of being either Closed or Open. Open projects are open access, and 
available to the public without restriction. Closed projects are available only to students, staff 
and faculty in the PSU community. Many of the projects are Closed due to proprietary concerns 
and lack of student consent to place work online. Beginning in Fall 2017, students were 
presented with the option of making their projects either open or closed. 
 
The ETM Program has continued to send us new reports and permission forms as they become 
available. In 2018, we processed an additional 68 reports and associated materials that were 
forwarded to us by the ETM Program; roughly half of the new reports were open, and the other 
half were closed, either because the authors selected to restrict access, or because the report 
was not accompanied by a permission form. 
 
Since the metadata from closed records is publicly available, we routinely receive inquiries from 
researchers seeking access to closed reports. Such requests are intermittent, but not 
uncommon; in a normal week we probably average between 1-10 requests for access to closed 
materials.  
 
From Jan. 1, 2018 to Jan. 1, 2019, the reports have been downloaded 6,712 times; during the 
same period there were  15,363 metadata page hits. Since almost all of the reports are closed, 
this has the effect of minimizing downloads. The two most downloaded reports were "Tesla 
Solar Roof Marketing Plan" (1,489 downloads) and "Samsung OLED TV Marketing Plan" (1,459 
downloads). Each of these reports has an "open" status. 
 
ETM Project Reports were downloaded by 931 institutions in 145 countries. Top referrers to this 
collection were Google, Google Scholar and PDXScholar. 
 
  
Looking Ahead to 2019 
For 2019, we look forward to: 
● Developing and defining library publishing services and philosophy 
● Working with the Open Textbook Network Publishing Cooperative and Scribe to enhance 
open textbook publishing services 
● Expanding Open Educational Resources (OERs) on campus.  
○ Offer two new OER grant programs focused on adoption and adaption 
○ Increase funding for open textbook creation 
○ Work with the Office of Academic Innovation and liaisons 
○ Assist with Open Educational Symposium, a one-day symposium occurring on 
March 4, 2019, hosted by OAI and the Library 
● Implementing a redesigned PDXScholar website 
● Digitizing additional theses and dissertations 
● Partnering with the Research & Graduate Studies to facilitate data sharing, creating an 
audit trail that demonstrates compliance with funder mandates 
● Expanding the number of SelectedWorks profiles 
● Publishing at least seven open access textbooks: 
○ Title: ​Inferring and Explaining 
Author: Jeffery L. Johnson 
Classes: Critical Thinking and Introduction to Philosophy 
○ Title: ​Urban Literacy: Learning to Read the City Around You  
Author: Leanne Serbulo 
Classes: Portland Freshman Inquiry Courses 
○ Title: ​The New Soviet Person: How to Read 1920’s and 1930’s 
Author: ​Nila Friedberg 
Class: ​Twentieth Century Russian Literature 
○ Title: ​Daily Departures 
Author:​ ​Regina Dawn Weaver 
Class:​ ​Applied Linguistics 
○ Title: ​Foundational Concepts for Understanding Families in Society -  
Author: Bobby Zaman 
Class:​ ​University Studies: Families and Society 
○ Title: ​Navigating Dilemmas in Conflict Resolution 
Author: Robert Gould 
Class: Philosophy of Conflict Resolution 
○ Title:​ ​Relativity Lite 
Author:​ ​Jack C. Straton 
Class: General Astronomy 
 
